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The theme for this year is “Access to a Child Friendly Justice System in Africa.”

Every year on the 16th of June, the African Union and her Member states observe this day in remembrance of the June 16, 1976 students uprising in Soweto, South Africa where more than 100 students who marched in protest against apartheid-inspired education system were massacred.

The day aims at raising awareness about the situation of children in Africa including the need for continuing improvement in education, access to basic health services, increasing child protection through access to justice for children, among others.

This year, the African continent is facing a new and unique challenge with the COVID-19 pandemic threatening to undermine Children’s’ rights and reverse already attained milestones in Child Health.

For a continent already battling with the problem of food insecurity, climate change, conflicts and economic hardship, the pandemic has highlighted an urgent need to address these issues among this vulnerable group who may be at risk of being left behind.

PAN calls for justice and equity for all children of  African, in all ramifications of care and protection required to fulfill their potential. This is the promise of motherland that demands the urgent action of the African Union and Governments of its Member States.
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The Paediatric Association of Nigeria (PAN) celebrates The Day of The African Child 
- today 16th June 2020.
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