41st PAEDIATRIC ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA CONFERENCE

KWARA STATE BANQUET HALL, ILORIN 

JANUARY 20TH – 23RD 2010
COMMUNIQUE

The 41st Annual General and Scientific meeting of the Paediatric Association of Nigeria took place between 20th and 23rd January 2010, at the Kwara State Banquet Hall, Ilorin, Kwara State.  The theme of the conference was “Sustainable continuum of Child Health Care: From Research to Practice”.  The sub-themes were “The Challenges of Childhood Non-Communicable Disease in the 21st Century” and ‘The Child‘s Right Act and the Nigerian Child’.  The meeting was declared open by the Executive Governor of Kwara State, His Excellency, Dr. Bukola Saraki ably represented by the Deputy Governor, Chief Joel Ogundeji.   

There were two pre-conference workshops on Neonatal Resuscitation in collaboration with the Latter Day Saints Charities, USA and Current Trends in Malaria in collaboration with the Global Malaria Partnership, World Health Organization. About 140 participants were trained in neonatal resuscitation. Resuscitation kits were also distributed to most participating centres for further ongoing training. A total of 120 participants attended the Malaria Workshop.  
Over 500 delegates (doctors, nurses and allied health workers) from across Nigeria, the West African region, Kenya, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Belgium and the United States attended the conference, while a total of 100 papers were presented. Four symposia were also held.  Professor Jane Schaller, the Executive Director of the International Paediatric Association, presented the keynote address in which she elaborated on the conference themes.  Her paper emphasized the global challenges of child healthcare and the need for national paediatric associations to develop strategic partnerships.  An eminent Paediatrician, Dr. Olufemi Mobolaji-Lawal was honoured with the Dr. & Mrs. Bolaji Ajenifuja Distinguished Paediatrician Award.  
The Conference observed:

1. The heavy burden of malaria and the efforts Nigeria is making efforts towards its control with the adoption of the Roll Back Malaria strategies.   

2. That Nigeria is yet to adopt guidelines for the protection of the rights and the management of children who have been abused or who need to be protected. 
3. That there is limited access in rural communities to health care financing.  
4. That there is need to conduct actionable research that can be translated from the bench to the bedside or communities.  

5. That there is low awareness of available resources for research.  

6. That home-based maternal and newborn package in the community has the capacity to improve health indices.  

7. The efforts of the Kwara State Government in improving access to free and qualitative healthcare to women and children.  

8. The intolerable burden of non-communicable diseases and the high cost of managing them. 

9. The emergence of the Double Burden of Malnutrition where under-nutrition coexists with obesity in the same environment.  

10. The tragedy of the recent earthquake in Haiti with the attendant large-scale destruction of lives and property. 
The Conference recommends:
1. The rapid scale up of malaria control interventions in a sustainable manner to both the public and private sectors.  
2. The need for diagnosis before initiating treatment of malaria.
3. That the Association should actively seek institutional collaboration to actualize the Survival Rights and the protection of the abused child in the context of the Child Rights Act.  

4. The Association should adopt the recently launched Personal Health Records.  

5. The adoption of community based health insurance schemes. 
6. That the Association builds capacity of members to access available resources for research. 

7. The Association should promote widespread implementation of affordable and evidence based interventions at community level and establish partnerships for maternal and child health.  
8. That the Government should expedite action on appropriate legislation for Child Healthcare financing especially for the care of chronic non-communicable diseases.  
9. The evolution of novel ideas to meet the challenges of malnutrition including emphasis on female education, promotion and protection of breastfeeding and an adequately funded school food programme.  

The Conference reaffirms:

1. That all babies should be exclusively breastfed for the first six months and safe appropriate complementary feeds introduced thereafter with continued breastfeeding to the age of two years. 

2. The resolve of the Association to ensure the compliance to the Code of marketing Breast Milk Substitutes.  

3. The commitment of the Association to the people of Haiti by making its services available to support any interventions proposed by the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
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